
 
Read the text and then answer the questions below 

(highlight the answers as you find them): 

  
 

Did you know that humans change the natural environment 
lots of different ways? When humans put waste and 
rubbish into the environment, this can lead to air pollution 
or marine pollution.  Some rubbish, like single-use plastic 
takes hundreds and thousands of years to decompose back 
into the environment.  

Humans can also cut down lots of trees (called 
deforestation) to make room for farms or other buildings 
and human activities. This can affect the animals that live 
in the trees, making them endangered.  

To help protect the environment, humans can recycle and 
reuse their items. Instead of taking cars, which can add to 
air pollution, they could take a bicycle.  

 

 

 

 

 



Questions 

Which kind of waste can take 
hundreds and thousands of years 
to decompose? 

Food waste Paper waste  Plastic waste 

1. Name two kinds of pollution.  

2. What is cutting down lots of 
trees called?  

 

3. What happens when animals’ 
habitats are destroyed? 

 

4. How can humans help protect 
the environment?  

 

5. What is another word for 
‘protect’?  

 

6. How could you help protect the 
environment?  

 

7. Which is more environmentally 
friendly – travelling by car or by 
bicycle?   

 

8. What do these pictures show? 

 

 

 

  

  



 

Answers  

Which kind of waste can take 
hundreds and thousands of years 
to decompose? 

Food waste Paper waste  Plastic waste 

1. Name two kinds of pollution. Marine pollution, air pollution.  

2. What is cutting down lots of 
trees called?  

Deforestation  

3. What happens when animals’ 
habitats are destroyed? 

The animals become endangered. 

4. How can humans help protect 
the environment?  

Reusing and recycling items, protecting 
animals’ habitat, not putting waste into the 
environment 

5. What is another word for 
‘protect’?  

Look after, safeguard, shield, preserve 

6. How could you help protect the 
environment?  

(personal response) 

7. Which is more environmentally 
friendly – travelling by car or by 
bicycle?   

Travelling by bicycle  

8. What do these pictures show? 

 

Global warming 

 A polar bear on melting ice 

 A seagull surrounded by marine pollution 


